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Farmers' body calls 
for complete ban 

• on e-c1garettes 
Alleges that vaping 
would harm the 
livelihood of local 
tobacco growers 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delh i, September 10 

Farmers body FAIFA on Tues
day asked the government 
for a complete ban on e-ci
garettes and vaping 
products saying allowing 
trade of such items in the 
country would have a cata
strophic effect on local to
bacco growers. 

The Federation of All In
dia Farmer Associations 
(FAIFA), which claims to rep
resent farmers of commer
cial crops from various 
States, including Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana, 
I<arnataka and Gujarat, 
claimed that the new gener
ation vaping products use 
nicotine extracted from to
bacco grown outside the 
country. 

"Allowing e-cigarette 
trade to flourish in India 
would have a catastrophic 
effect on the tobacco farm
ers. The farmers of the main 
tobacco growing region in 
India are against these new
generation product such as 
e-cigarettes, heat-not-bum 
as new-generation vaping 
products do not use Indian 
tobacco," FAIFA said in a 

statement. On the contrary, 
it said, "Extraction of nicot
ine from tobacco for 
products like ENDS (Elec
tronic Nicotine Delivery Sys
tems) happens largely out
side India from the 
tobaccos grown outside the 
country, which could 
hugely impact livelihood of 
Indian tobacco farmers, if 
such products are allowed 
to carry on business in In
dia.'' 

Reacting to calls from a 
section for tobacco growers 
who had asked the govern
ment not to ban e-cigarettes 
and vaping products, FAIFA 
said a "handful of farmers 
led by tobacco merchants, 
who are suppliers to the 
vaping industry are 1nis
leading policy mal<ers and 
causing confusion by say
ing that banning such 
products would lead to a 
"tremendous loss of rev
enue to farmers and to
bacco traders." 

"It is important to note 
that tobacco dust, produced 
while processing chewing 
and Bidi tobacco is used as 
raw 1naterial to manufac
ture Nicotine;" FAIFA said 
adding 110 fresl1 quantity of 
tobacco is produced by 
farmers to extract nicotine. 

"Only manufacturers and 
traders of this product be
nefit with the extraction of 
nicotine," it added. 




