India ranks first in number of organic farmers, 9th in area;

Sikkim becomes first fully organic state
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North East India has traditionally been organic and the consumption of chemicals is far
less than the rest of the country. Similarly, the tribal and island territories are being
nurtured to continue their organic story.

New Delhi: India ranks first in the number of organic farmers and ninth in terms of area
under organic farming. Sikkim became the first state in the world to become fully organic and
other States including Tripura and Uttarakhand have set similar targets, according to an
official statement.

North East India has traditionally been organic and the consumption of chemicals is far less
than the rest of the country. Similarly, the tribal and island territories are being nurtured to
continue their organic story.

With the aim of assisting farmers to adopt organic farming and improve remunerations due to
premium prices, two dedicated programs namely Mission Organic Value Chain Development
for North East Region (MOVCD) and Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) were
launched in 2015 to encourage chemical-free farming, said Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare.

With the simultaneous thrust given by the Agri-export Policy 2018, India can emerge as a
major player in global organic markets. The major organic exports from India have been flax
seeds, sesame, soybean, tea, medicinal plants, rice, and pulses, which were instrumental in
driving an increase of nearly 50% in organic exports in 2018-19, touching Rs 5151 crore, it
said.
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