Curtains come down on
International Year of Millets
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The International Year of
Millets (IYM2023), which
was aimed at creating a
buzz around the production
and consumption of millets,
has officially been con-
cluded.

At a meeting held at the
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganisation (FAO) headquar-
ters in Rome on March 29,
representatives from key
stakeholders spoke on the
need to continue the
momentum.

The International Crops
Research Institute for the
Semi-Arid Tropics
(ICRISAT) and Indian In-
stitute of Millets Research
(IIMR-ICAR) were among
the stakeholders that took
part in the conference,
which took stock of the

events conducted across
the globe.
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held in 35 countries,
IYM2023 highlighted the
resilience, nutritional
prowess and environmental
benefits of millets. Stake-
holders from governments,
international organisations,
farmers, researchers and
consumers came together
to advocate for sustainable
millet production and con-
sumption, amplifying the
messages on millets’ critical
role in achieving the Sus-
tainable Development
Goals.

“The TYM2023 has had a

profound impact on the
worldwide understanding
and appreciation of millets
and has sparked meaningful
collaborations and innova-
tions aimed at harnessing
the full potential of these
remarkable grains,” Jac-
queline d’Arros Hughes,
Director General of
ICRISAT, said.

“The culmination event
did not mark an end but
rather a new beginning—a
chapter characterised by
collective action and stead-
fast commitment to fur-
thering the millet agenda,”
she said in a statement on
Thursday.

She said the recently held
Global South Millet held in
Dubai from March 25-26
brought together leaders,
policymakers and repres-
entatives from leading mil-
let-producing countries and
international organisations
to devise strategies for
deeper cooperation and to
explore the development of
Centers of Excellence for
Millets.



