Explores new boundaries in agriculture

WELCOME MEASURES. Improving nutrition security, resource use efficiency, data integrity, and digital land records

ASHOK DALWAI

‘Productivity and Resilience in

Agriculture’as the first of the nine
priority pillars for a Viksit Bharat.

Apropos nutrition security for the

consumers, the incentive totransit from
carbohydrate-centricity to
nutrition-focusis seenin the
commitment to a mission-led focuson
pulsesand oilseeds, besides
cluster-based large-scale vegetable
cultivationand fisheries. Financial
support to start-ups, FPOs, storage and
marketingbesides digital technology can
be expected toresult inrobust supply

T he Budget, rightly recognises

chains, benefitingboth farmersand
COMSumers.

Secondly for negotiating the impact of

climate change, one of the major
announcementsaims to bring 10 million
farmersunder the practice of natural
farming, supported by establishment of
10,000 bio-input centres. In promoting
low-input-sustainable agriculture
practices, securing consistent
productivitygrowthisamust,
particularlyin the contextof rising

population and inelasticity of arable land.

Hence, natural farming must be backed
by R&D. One can hope that
comprehensive review of agricultural
researchand emphasis ondeveloping
climate-resilientvarieties, including
millets, will not onlyensure sustained
growthbutalso promoteadaptationand
mitigation interventions.

Thirdly, the resource use efficiency,

whichis being addressed through soil
health card, micro-irrigation,
nano-fertilizers, biological approach to
pest management, etc., willnowgeta
boost with major attention the Budget
pays todeployment of digital technology
across the agricultural value chain. The
proposed digital public infrastructure
(DPI) will prove advantageous notjustin
respectofresource use,but alsoin
planning for market intelligence-led
production matrix, negotiation of
production-and post-production-
centricrisks. It willalso facilitate
forecasting of weather, rainfall, pestsand
diseases,as also prices, and sharing of
real-time advisories with the farmers,
helping them in minimising production
and profit losses. One of the critical and
persistent inadequacieshasbeen
inaccurate assessment of areaand crop
coverage. Being eye-estimates, the data

pointsareawrongreflection of the
reality. Data integrityis important in
achieving price equilibrium bybalancing
supplyand demand. The proposed digital
crop-survey covering 400 districtsis
bound to generate more accurate data
sets,and pave way for a more diligent
pI'OdllCtIOI'l planning, arable land usage,
import-export management as alsofood
distributionunder the food securitylaw.
The new growth enginesare
horticulture, animal husbandryand
fisheries. These sun-rise sub-sectors find
support through ‘Horticulture Clean
Plant Program,” NABARD-financing of
shrimp production and export. The
spin-off effects would be diversified
production basket, higher farmers’
incomesand agri-share inthe GVA.
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