IMPORT OF PULSES
MAY FALLTO
4-4.5 MTIN FY25

THE COUNTRY'S
IMPORT of pulses is
likely to decline to 4 to
4.5 million tonne (MT)
in the current fiscal from arecord
4.73 MTin the FY24 because of
adequate monsoon rain and
substantial imports last fiscal,
Bimal Kothari, chairman, India
Pulses and Grains Association
(IPGA) said on Friday, reports
Sandip Das. MPAGE 2

Pulses import likely to
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THE COUNTRY'S IMPORT of
pulses islikely to declineto 4to 4.5
million tonne (MT) in the current
fiscal from a record 4.73 MT in
FY24 becauseofadequatemonsoon
rain and substantial imports last
fiscal, Bimal Kothari, chairman,
IndiaPulsesand GrainsAssociation
(IPGA) said on Friday.

“Weare expecting ahigher kharif
output because of good monsoon
rains so far and in addition because
of higher soil moisture, rabi or win-
ter crops are likely to be robust,”
Kothari told FE at the sideline of
'Bharat Dalhan seminar 2024

Hesaid that last year, pulses pro-
duction was hit by El Nino impact,
theproductioninthe 2023-24 crop
year (July-June) declined by 6% to
24.49 MT from 26.05MT in2022-
23 cropyear.

Kothari said that the pricesof pulses
inwholesalemarkets have comedown
inthelastone monthand are expected
to ease further.Tur prices have come
down by ¥20 per kg inwholesale mar-
ketsin the pastone month.

"Pulses prices will not increase
this year, rather it will keep falling,"
he said.

Because of above-normal mon-
soonrainfallsofar, areaunder kharif
pulses such as tur, urad and moong
rose sharplyat 10.9%to 11.06 mil-
lion hectare on year till August 3,
which is expected to boost pulses
productionin the 2024-25 season.

To meet the rising demand,
India'simport of pulses roseby 90%
onyearto4.73 MTduring2023-24
tomeet domestic demand.

Indiaimports about 15% of its

annual pulses consumption.Import
of pulsesstood at 2.46 MTin 2020-
21,2.69 MTin 2021-22 and 24.96
MTin2022-23.

Wholesale prices of key pulses
have declined by 8% in the last few
weeks. According to the consumer
affairs ministry, the modal retail
prices of tur,whose pricesrosehigh-
est at 26.86% in June on year, has
declined to ¥160/kg on Friday, a
decline of 8.5% on month.

“The declining trend in mandi
prices is now reflected in retail
prices in recent weeks as the all-
India average retail prices of pulses
have declined on aweek-on-week
basis,” according to an official note.

This is expected to bring down
inflation in pulses,whichhad been
in double digit since June, 2023 in
the next couple of months.

Meanwhile, Ashok Gulati, agri-
cultural economist and former
chairman, commission for agricul-
tural costs and prices (CACP) said
with the increase in production not
commensurate with demand, the
country is likely toimport 8-10 MT
of pulses by 2030 if 'business as
usual approach goes'.

decline on robust crop



