FClI rice purchase deficit down on higher buying in Nov
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Over S per cent rise in rice
procurement, done by the
Food Corporation of India
(FCI), this month has helped
the government to narrow
the 20 per cent gap to 11 per
cent so far this season. Rice
procurement, which com-
menced on October 1, was
148.93 lakh tonnes (It) as of
November 17 against 166.86
It a year ago. The rice pro-
curement was down by 20
per cent until October 31
and 48 per cent lower until
October 15.

According to official data,
the Centre purchased 64.69
It during November 1-17
against 61.35 It a year ago, up
by 5.44 per cent.

PUNJAB MAY TOP TARGET
Rice procurement in Punjab,
the largest contributor of the
grain to the Central Pool
stock, reached 102.97 It as of

Rice procurement”

(lakh tonnes) during 2024-25

2024-25 Year-ago % Change
Telangana 1.24 2.26 -45.1
Haryana 35.99 39.33 -8.5
Punjab 102.97 115.66 -11.0
Tamilnadu 3.24 3.63 -10.7
Uttar Pradesh 2.54 1.92 323
Uttarakhand 2.23 3.12 -28.5
All India 148.93 166.86 -10.7

*Between October 1 and November 17

November 17, down 11 per
cent from 15.66 It a year ago.
“As high as 54 1t was pur-
chased this month alone
from the State even as there
has been constant pressure
to shift the existing grain out
of the State,” said an official
source.

Punjab government hopes
to exceed the target of 124 1t
as there is bumper produc-
tion and in the next 10-12
days the procurement may
be  completed, official
sources said. On October 27,
Union Food Minister Pral-
had Joshi assured that every

grain in the current rice pro-
curement season in Punjab
would be procured.

In Haryana, where the
procurement period ended
on November 15, the govern-
ment purchased 35.99 It,
which is 8.5 per cent lower
from 39.33 It a year ago.
Trade sources said there has
been some shift from non-
Basmati to Basmati rice in
Haryana. As a result, the ar-
rival was lower than last year.

The government raised
the target to buy 492.11 It of
rice from the kharif-grown
crop in 2024-25 marketing

season  (October-Septem-
ber) from across the country
after an upward revision
made for Bihar. The target
was 521.27 It for kharif 2023-
24. The total rice procure-
ment was 525.37 It from both
kharif and rabi crops in 2023-
24 and 569.4 1tin 2022-23.

The Centre has approved
the request of Bihar govern-
ment to increase the rice
procurement target to 30 It
from 23 It, which was fixed
before procurement season
started, sources said.

Procurement in Haryana
began from September 27
and in Tamil Nadu from
September 1, while it com-
menced from October 1 in
Punjab and west Uttar
Pradesh.

The rice purchase in Tamil
Nadu is down by 10.7 per
cent to 3.24 It from 3.63 It a
year ago. The Centre has al-
lowed consumer cooperative
NCCEF also to buy rice in the
State for the Central Pool
stock.



